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The interesting and inspiring thing about America is that
she asks nothing for herself except what she has a right to ask
for humanity itself.

We want no nation’s property; we wish to question no na-
tion's honor: we wish to stand selfishly in the way of the de-
velopment of no nation: we want nothing that we cannot get
by our own legitimate enterprise and by the inspiration of our
example, and, standing for these things, it is not pretension on

part to say that we are privileged to stand for what every
nation would wish to stand for, and speak for those things
which all humanity must desire.

The navy of the United States is a body specially trusted
with the idea of America. These quiet ships lying in the river
have no suggestion of bluster about them, no intimation of ag-
gression, They are commanded by men thoughtful of the

duty of citizens as well as the duty of officers—men who know

what sort of purposes thev ought to entertain and what sort of
discretion they ought to exercise in order to use those engines
of force as engines to promote the interests of humanity

The strength of our polity is that we who for the time
being administer the affairs of this nation do not originate her
spirit: we attempt to embody it; we attempt to realize it in ac-
tion; we are dominated by it, we do not dictate it. And so
with every man in arms who serves the nation—he stands and
waits to do the thing which the nation desires.

When a crisis occurs in this country, gentlemen, it is as if
you put your hand on the pulse of a dynamo; it is as if these
things which you were in connection with were spiritually
bred. You had nothing to do with them, except if you listen
truly to speak the things that you hear.

No threat lifted against any man, against any nation,

against any interest, but just a great, solemn evidence that

the force of America is the force of moral principle, that there UL ¢
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